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You don’t need to know a lot about nature for this scavenger trail; only basic 

common names are needed. Most answers to questions can be found just by paying 

attention to signs and surroundings. Questions in italics aren’t marked - just for fun! 

 

Please wear suitable footwear and prepare for the weather. Be aware the route 

crosses a dual carriageway via a bridge. Stick to your household groups and maintain 

a social distance from others. Start from the Butterfly Trail Car Park on Henley Road. 

Make sure you clock in with our team at the start to make sure you get added to 

our prize draw! Good luck! 

 

Follow the yellow butterfly trail sign, just ahead of the information board.  

 

1. How many acres does the owner of the Thicket support? 

2. What colours of butterfly might you find on this walk? 

3. What secondary school is to your East across from Maidenhead Thicket     

Common? 

• Cox Green School 

• Furze Platt School 

• Newlands Girls’ School 

 

Now head right (South-West) over the footbridge into Maidenhead Thicket. Make sure 

to take care whilst on the bridge. 

 

4. What main road did you cross that connects Henley and Pinkneys Green? 

 

Investigate the board that you come across. 

 

5. Which organisation owns and maintains the thicket? 

6. Why does the organisation leave some areas 'untidy'? 

7. Name an animal that might enjoy living in the piles of branches and debris 

which you might come across on your walk?  

8. Some older veteran trees have been separated from the woodland to reduce 

their competition while growing. What this technique is called? 

• Pensioning Trees 

• Halo Releasing 

• Woodland Relaxing  

 

BEFORE YOU START 



   

  

Try and remember this information or take a picture!  

 

9. Walking straight from the information board, how many side paths and how 

many planted new trees do you walk past, on both sides, before the clearing? 

(Newly planted trees will have plastic tubing surrounding them for protection). 

 

When you reach the opening, follow the path to your left, walking around the path on 

edge of the treeline. How many different colours can you see? 

 

10. What colour flower grows on the prickly gorse that grows in the clearing?  

11. The new trees that are growing in the opening are protected by plastic tubing. 

Which animal might they be protected from?  

 

After about 20 metres you will reach a 3 pronged fork in the path. Take the footpath 

to the right and follow it for about 50m. Stop for a moment and listen. What sounds 

of nature can you hear? 

 

12. Which birds might enjoy pecking holes in the dead trees covering the clearing? 

Bonus point: What likely caused the trees to die?  

13. Which soft, blanketing plant covers the trunks of many trees? If you touch it, 

what does it feel like?  

14. Further on when the brambles clear to give you room, go up to the natural 

wall lining the right of your path. Can you spot any insects living here? What's 

it made of?  

 

When the main path forks, bear right so you're still walking with the clearing to your 

right. Referring back to previous found information, answer the next two questions. 

 

15. The thicket used to be a perilous highway to travel through. But during which 

two centuries would you be unlikely to want to walk along these paths? Hint: 

Think of which historical location/ SAM is at the Thicket? Is it:  

• 8th-9th 

• 17th-18th 

• 20th-21st  

16. As well as wildflowers and insects, you could expect to find butterflies in the 

grassy clearings that surround you. Do you remember the name of the species 

of butterfly that they are helping to safeguard here in the Thicket? 

• Red Admiral 

• Common Brown 

• White Letter Hairstreak 

• Small Blue 



   

  

Stick to the path until you reach another grassy clearing with benches. Walk straight 

ahead to them. 

 

17. How many benches and picnic tables can you see?  

18. What fruit would have grown on the brambles which run either side of you in 

winter? What’s your favourite smell in nature? Can you smell anything now?  

• Blackberry 

• Blueberry 

• Raspberry 

• Strawberry 

19. What colour are the trunks of lots of trees around here? Bonus point to name 

the species! 

20. Wildlife rides are corridors of open space which lie in between tree lines. They 

help bring light into the woodland which allows smaller plant species to grow 

which encourages insects, mammals and birds into the area. Can you spot a 

ride near you?  

 

About 100m straight ahead from the benches, following the left or middle paths, take 

a look at the dead trees on the left and far right.  

 

21. What life forms can you see growing on them? Name one. 

 

After another 50m, enter the large circular clearing on your left. 

 

22. How many tree stumps are there inside the clearing? (not including those in the 

shrubs) 

• 1-10 

• 11-20 

• 21-30 

 

Follow the path straight through the middle of the clearing about 100 meters until 

you reach a large information board. 

 

23. Which legendary outlaw has given this spot its name?  

24. This area was used as an enclosure for cattle from which year in history? 

Bonus point if you know what period this was!  

25. How well do you know the area? If you were to turn left (towards the house) 

and walk down this path, where would you end up?  

 

Cross over the main path towards the picnic bench.  

 



   

  

26. If no one is sitting on the bench, have a look to see who owns it?  

27. Stand near the picnic bench. How many paths can you see from this spot? 

  

From here, follow the main path away from the house walking East towards the A404. 

 

28. Check the National Trust sign. You can walk or cycle but what mode of 

transport can't you use on this trail?  

29. Look up! What parasitic plant associated with Christmas lives in the treetops of 

some of the trees lining the path? 

30. About 100m further along the path, how many piles of logs can you spot? 

What is wood used for? 

31. What green climbing plant can you see growing up the tree trunks?  

 

Shortly before you reach the bench, spot the sections of log stumps standing 

vertically along the right of the path. Choose a log. 

 

32. Can you see the concentric rings on the logs? What can these rings tell us 

about the tree? How many logs are there?  

 

When you reach the bench follow the footpath to the right with the main road 

running on your left. Stay on this path Nearly home now! As you walk, can you spot 

tracks of some animals in the mud? Which can you see?  

 

33. The Goldcrest has been spotted in Maidenhead Thicket, so keep your eyes 

peeled for flashes of yellow. But where on the bird’s body would you find their 

yellow plumage? 

• Body 

• Wings 

• Head 

34. Can you spot any trees in blossom? What colour is this? Can you spot a tree 

that looks a little like candy floss along this path?  

35. What plant on the ground can you see that would sting to touch?  

 

Continue South East along the footpath until you reach the footbridge you walked 

across at the beginning of the walk. Head back over the bridge to finish your 

Scavenger Trail.  

 

Well done! Answers will be posted on our Facebook and website later this afternoon. 

Make sure you’ve left your email with us to enter into our prize draw to win a 

voucher for Filling Good! 


